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The history of the United Kingdom is part of the long story g
of all the peoples who have at one time or another lived in the -
lands that make up present-day England, Scotland, Wales, f “*7
and Northern Ireland. Come and explore how this small ’ "‘
island nation pioneered the Industrial Revolution, developed ’ }
democratic parliamentary government, and helped to shape ’;f

the modern world!
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Find It!

Find the answers to the questions below by using the “Search” tool to search
key words. Since this activity is about the history of the United Kingdom, you
can start by searching for the keywords “United Kingdom” to find the article
titled “United Kingdom, History of the.”

Write the answer below these questions from the beginning of the article
or circle the correct multiple-choice selection.
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Map It!

Consult the map labeled “United Kingdom” at the start of the article on the History of the United Kingdom
to answer the next two questions.

1. What four political divisions (labeled in red on the map) make up the United Kingdom?

2. What is the capital of the United Kingdom?

*Users of the Advanced database can find extension activities at the end of this webquest.
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Find It!

Scroll down or use the article contents icon (at the top right corner of your screen) to find the section of the

article titled “Years of progress (1700’s).” The remainder of the webquest covers the second half of the article,

beginning at this point.

3.

In the early 1500’s, England and Wales were officially joined under one system of government.
The Act of Union passed in 1707 formally joined these areas with Scotland to form what the act
called the “united kingdom of Great Britain.”

A. What did the 1707 Act of Union change?

B. What stayed the same?

King George I, who ruled from 1714 to 1727, chose a cabinet (team of political leaders) to run his
government but realized that these leaders needed to sit in Parliament in order to get important
measures passed. So when a team of these leaders, called ministers, lost control of Parliament, the
king either chose new ministers or called an election. This form of governing became known as

George Is first chief minister is often considered the first “prime minister” of Britain. What was
his name?

. As a result of the Seven Years’ War (also known in America as the French and Indian War)

Britain’s overseas empire expanded because it acquired most of France’s colonial territory in
a.Asia and Africa.

b. North America and Africa.

c. North America and India.

d. North American and South America.

During the 1700’s, a rise in population and the growth of towns increased the demand for food.
Some farmers increased production with a new system of

a. crop rotation.

b. plowing.

c. using chemical fertilizers.
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8. The Industrial Revolution began in the 1700’s in England’s

industry.

a. coal mining
b. cotton textile
c. iron making

d. ship building

9. How did the Industrial Revolution change the way most people worked?

10. Name three developments that changed transportation in the 1700’s.

1.

2.

3.

11. Why were the industrial areas built around coal fields?

12. Draw lines to match the colonial region with the change that took place there in the late 1700’s.

Australia reorganized into two provinces
Canada became independent from the British
Thirteen American colonies where the British sent convicts

13. Britain fought France in the Napoleonic Wars of the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, during which
France conquered and then lost much of continental Europe. Name the famous British military
leader who led these great battles during the war.

Battle of Trafalgar (1805)

Battle of Waterloo (1815)

14. What did the Act of Union of 1801 do for Great Britain and Ireland?

15. What act, passed by Parliament in 1829, lifted the restriction that Roman Catholics could not
serve in parliament?
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16. Few men in the United Kingdom had the right to vote at the start of the 1800’s. What additional
groups received voting rights as a result of each of the following acts?

Reform Act of 1832:

Reform Act of 1867:

Reform Act of 1884:

18. The British Empire reached its height during the Victorian Age.

It included about a of the world’s land and about a

of the world’s population.

a. quarter, quarter
b. quarter, third

c. third, third

d. third, half

19. Unscramble the words to discover inventions of the 1800’s that
radically changed communications and transportation.

A. Daoriral: Originally carried freight. They later built passenger lines.

B. metsa nneeig: Used to power ships

C. ttresecra: horse-drawn transportation. Tracks were called tramways

D. ybcicel: J. K. Starley created the first ‘safe’ version

E. eleponhet: created by a Scotsman who settled in the United States

20. In 1837, Rowland Hill wrote a pamphlet calling for a uniform Penny Post. He said it should
charge cheap, uniform rates, regardless of distance, with the postage paid in advance by the
sender and adhesive stamps to indicate payment. The British Post Office issued the first postage
stamps in 1840. Who was Rowland Hill?

a. the head of the British postal service
b. the British minister of transportation
c. a retired British schoolteacher
d. a British soldier stationed in Australia
21. The Great Irish Famine of 1845 to 1850 killed about people in Ireland out of a pop-
ulation of about , and caused several million desperate people to leave the island.
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Map It!

Examine the map titled “British Empire under Queen Victoria” to answer the following two questions.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Where were the main British colonial territories located when Victoria came to the throne in
18377

The British Empire expanded greatly during the 1800’s. In what parts of the world did most of
this expansion occur?

A “dominion” is a self-governing member of the British Empire that maintains its allegiance to
the Crown. What was the first dominion created within the British Empire, and what was the
name of the act that created it?

Find a short list of influential British authors from the 1800’s below.
Indicate whether he or she is a writer from the Romantic or Victorian

Movement. Then find the underlined names in the word search.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Jane Austen

Charlotte Bronté

Emily Bronté

Elizabeth Barrett Browning

Robert Browning
Charles Dickens BY EL L EHS AXEI
. T L OS RKT DU LY TW
George Eliot
OI WN QA E L I OTN
John Keats
XM PE ETG J X G OO
Rudyard Kipli
Heyare Spans ZEBK ZBHVEBVTLS
Sir Walter Scott YT CCWRIJ RNETRY
Percy Bysshe Shelley L TLI WOOTWETG QAN
H. G. Wells WO RD SWOIRTHHN
William Wordsworth ECWUP NNJS B S W C E
L S GI B I MAUWU&PT
L ANQNNV B AY G X
S G P R WGN I L P I K
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.
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. In 1914, the British government passed an Irish Home Rule Bill to give Ireland self-government

within the British Empire, but home rule was shelved when began.
a. World War I
b. World War II

c. the Easter Rising

d. Sinn Féin’s demands for independence

A. What part of Ireland became the Irish Free State in the early 1920’s?

B. What part remained part of the United Kingdom?

During the first half of the 1900’s, the United Kingdom fought two devastating wars—
World War I and World War II. Write “WWTI” or “WWII” in front of each statement to indicate
which war it describes.

the U.K. fought in the war from 1914 to 1918

the U.K. fought in the war from 1939 to 1945

the World War in which the largest number of British armed forces died

hundred of German planes bombed the United Kingdom nightly during “the Blitz”

in the alliance system that developed before the war, the U.K. and its allies were
called the Triple Entente

Winston Churchill served as prime minister during most of the war

What political party won a landslide victory in 1945, and what did it do to change British society
in the next six years?

What is the Commonwealth of Nations?

What happened to most of the territories in the United Kingdom’s overseas empire in the years
following World War II?

In what year did the United Kingdom join the European Community (also called the EC), which
later became the European Union (also known as the EU)?
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(Hint: For the next three questions see the introductory paragraphs in the “Northern Ireland” article.)

33. Who are the Unionists in Northern Ireland and what do they want?

34. Who are the Nationalists in Northern Ireland, and what do they want?

35. The conflict and violence between Irish Nationalists and Irish Unionists that began in the late
1960’s and finally drew to a close in the early 2000’s is known by what name?

(Hint: For the remaining questions return to the “United Kingdom, history of ” article.)

36. A. Who was the first woman to serve as prime minister of the United Kingdom?
B. When did she take office?
C. How long did she serve?

37. What British political leader became prime minster in 1997 and proposed plans to give
Scotland and Wales their own legislatures?

38. Later in 1997, the people in Scotland and in Wales each approved plans for a national assembly
to which the British government devolved (transferred) some of its powers. What are these
assemblies called?

Scotland:

Wales:

39. In 1998, a political settlement in Northern Ireland created three new political bodies, which all
began meeting the following year. What are the three political bodies, and what is the role of
each one?
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Extension ACtiVity 1: Analyze the Image

Open “Images, Videos, and Audio” at the top of the article. Find the picture titled “Sheffield.”
Consider how the various elements of this picture of Sheffield in 1879 illustrate social and eco-
nomic changes that occurred in the United Kingdom during the 1700’s and 1800’s. Write an
expository essay that identifies and connects elements of the picture with the historical changes

occurring during that time.

Extension Activity 2: Writing Home

It’s 1790. Youre young and adventurous. Three months ago, you left the farm where your family
had lived for generations and moved to the city of Manchester. Amazed by the difference, you want
to let your family know what life is like away from the farm. Write a letter home to your family
describing the community and your experiences so far in the big city.

Extension ACtiVity 3: Happy Birthday to You!

Pretend that you were born in the United Kingdom 1885. It’s 1975, and your children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchildren are planning a 90" birthday party for you. Write a speech to give

at the celebration, telling your family about three of the most amazing events or changes you've
seen during your lifetime. Explain how these events or changes impacted and improved (or did not
improve) your daily life.

© 2016 World Book, Inc. Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. All rights reserved. World Book and the globe device are trademarks or registered trademarks of World Book, Inc. This webquest may
be reproduced without World Book’s permission provided that it is reproduced exactly as published by World Book and is reproduced for entirely non-commercial educational purposes.

Any other reproduction of this webquest, in whole or in part, in any form, requires the express written permission of World Book, Inc., and may require the payment of a fee.



Teacher Page

Answers:

1.

2.

10.

11.

11.

England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales
London

The Scots dissolved their own Parliament and sent members to the British Parliament instead,
but Scottish laws and the Presbyterian Church of Scotland remained unchanged.

King George I, who ruled from 1714 to 1727, chose a cabinet (team of political leaders) to run
his governmen measures passed. So when a team of these leaders, called ministers, lost control
of Parliament, the king chose new ministers or called an election. This form of governing
became known as cabinet government.

Sir Robert Walpole

c. North America and India
a. crop rotation

b. cotton textile

Before the Industrial Revolution, most people had worked at home. The Industrial Revolution
brought the invention of power-driven machines that gradually reduced the need for hand
labor. Large factories replaced homes and small workshops as manufacturing centers.

Answers will vary, but may include:

People formed local companies called turnpike trusts to improve roads. They set up barriers
called turnpikes, where they charged tolls. They used toll money for road improvements.

John McAdam, a Scottish engineer, invented an improved method of paving roads called
macadamizing. The surface became known as tarmacadam or tarmac.

Stagecoaches ran regularly between towns.
Mail coaches transported mail and passengers.
The British built many canals.

Because the new machines needed coal for power and transporting coal was expensive,
industrial areas grew up around the coal fields of Clydeside in central Scotland, the Midlands
in central England, northern England, and southern Wales.
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12. Australia: the British began sending convicts to settle there
Canada: reorganized into two provinces

Thirteen American colonies: became independent

13. the Battle of Trafalgar (1805): Admiral Horatio Nelson
the Battle of Waterloo (1815): the Duke of Wellington

14. The act ended Ireland’s parliament and created the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland.

15. the Catholic Emancipation Act

16. Reform Act of 1832: many middle-class men
Reform Act of 1867: working men in towns and owners of small farms

Reform Act of 1884: many agricultural laborers, so almost all adult males now had the vote
17. Queen Victoria, who reigned for 63 years from 1837 to 1901
18. a. quarter, quarter

19. A.railroad
B. steam ship
C. streetcar
D. bicycle
E. telephone

20. c. aretired British schoolteacher

21. The Great Irish Famine of 1845 to 1850 began after a plant disease called blight destroyed
potato crops, the chief food of the poor. The famine killed about one million people out of an
Irish population of about eight million, and caused several million desperate people to leave
Ireland.

22. Australia, Canada, the Caribbean, India, South Africa
23. Africa, India, the islands of the Pacific Ocean

24. Canada was the first dominion within the British Empire. It obtained dominion status as a
result of the British North America Act of 1867.
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25. Alfred, Lord Tennyson: Victorian BY EL LEH S AXE I
Jane Austen: Romantic TLOSRIKTUDIU LYTW
Charlotte Bronté: Victorian OI WN QA EULTITIOTN
Emily Bronté: Victorian XMUPEE ETGJ XGODO
Elizabeth Barrett Browning: Victorian Z E BK ZBHVBVTUL S
Robert Browning: Victorian YT CC WRJ RNTERT RY
Charles Dickens: Victorian LT LI WOOWET QAN
George Eliot: Victorian WO RD S WO RTHHN
John Keats: Romantic ECW?P NNS B SWCE
Rudyard Kipling: Victorian Ls GI BIMAUWPT
Sir Walter Scott: Romantic LANQNNYVBAYGKX
Percy Bysshe Shelley Romantic $ G PRWGNTIILPTIK
H. G. Wells: Victorian
William Wordsworth: Romantic

26.

a. World War I

27. A.The southern part of Ireland became the Irish Free State.

B. Six counties in the province of Ulster in northeastern Ireland remained part of the United
Kingdom.

28. WWIL:
WWII:
WWI:
WWII: hundred of German planes bombed the United Kingdom nightly during “the Blitz”
WWI:

the U.K. fought in the war from 1914 to 1918
the U.K. fought in the war from 1939 to 1945
the World War in which the largest number of British armed forces died

in the alliance system that developed before the war, the U.K. and its allies were called
the Triple Entente

WWIIL: Winston Churchill served as prime minister during most of the war

29. The Labour Party won the 1945 elections. It made United Kingdom a welfare state. The nation’s
social security system was expanded to provide welfare for the people “from the cradle to the
grave.” The Labour government also began to nationalize industry by putting some private
businesses under public control. The nationalized industries included the Bank of England, the
coal mines, the iron and steel industry, the railroads, and the trucking industry.

30. The Commonwealth of Nations is an association of countries and overseas territories that
succeeded the empire.
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31. Most of these regions became independent nations.
32. 1973

33. The Unionists are mainly Protestants, who have traditional ties to the rest of the United
Kingdom and want Northern Ireland to remain in it.

34. The Nationalists, or Republicans, support the reunification of Ireland. Nationalists are
generally Roman Catholics, as are most of the people in the Republic of Ireland to the south.

35. the Troubles

36. A. Margaret Thatcher.
B. She became prime minister in 1979.

C. She held that office for 12 years.
37. Tony Blair

38. Scotland: the Scottish Parliament
Wales: the National Assembly for Wales

39. 1. The Northern Ireland Assembly is a legislative assembly responsible for domestic affairs.

2. The North-South Ministerial Council includes representatives from the governments of both

Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

3. The British-Irish Council addresses issues of concern to all of the United Kingdom and Ireland.

Extension Activities 1, 2, and 3: Answers will vary.
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